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Lala Meredith-Vula, Batush, Kosova, 29 July 1999, 1999. 35mm negative photograph. Courtesy of the 
artist. 
 
Chicago, IL, 19 February 2018 - The Arts Club of Chicago is pleased to present the needle, the haystack, 
the thread, a group exhibition of works by international artists Aboubakar Fofana, Lala 
Meredith-Vula and Britta Marakatt-Labba—all exhibited for the first time in Chicago—and the 
late Maria Lai. The exhibit is guest curated by Monika Szewczyk, formerly of documenta 14. The 
needle, the haystack, the thread makes space for the work of four artists who propose distinct models for 



connecting to place as they engage technique and tradition. The exhibit is open to the public from 
March 15-May 19. 
 
Aboubakar Fofana, Britta Marakatt-Labba, Lala Meredith-Vula and the late Maria Lai draw upon 
artisanal techniques while they confront contemporary life. Each artist has actively negotiated 
between national, regional and ethnic affinities, which has afforded them a particular commitment to 
their communities and traditions. Through embroidery, indigo dyeing, photography, performance, 
and even watercolor, they propose that art play a vital part in society, rather than exist in isolation. 
 
If these artists and the fruits of their labors cannot be easily summarized, thematized, named, tamed, 
or otherwise contained by available artistic or geographic or cultural criteria, their shared story is 
telling. Across continents, they have each resisted soul-draining transformations of their 
communities wrought by violent histories of division and conquest. In turn, they have developed 
integrated ways of working and living that recognize rural alternatives to industrialized society. 
 
This exhibition imagines a free association that keeps the society of things and thoughts and animals 
and plants and minerals and materials together. Humans take part. Yet they are not necessarily the 
center. There is no center. There is rather an invitation to connect and to consider anew what is 
sometimes called traditional work or farm work or craft work. 
 
Read more. 
 
Aboubakar Fofana http://www.aboubakarfofana.com/ 
Maria Lai http://archiviomarialai.com/ 
Britta Marakatt-Labba 
http://www.caughtbyumea.com/inspiration/the-sami/the-sami-people/britta-marakatt-labba/ 
Lala Meredith-Vula https://www.lalameredithvula.com/ 
 
Monika Szewczyk (b. 1975, Szczecin, Poland) 
Szewczyk organizes exhibitions, writes, edits and teaches – often in partnership with institutions of 
art and higher learning. She lives in Berlin and in Athens, where she moved to join the curatorial 
team of documenta 14. Previously, she was the inaugural Visual Arts Program Curator at the Reva 
and David Logan Center for the Arts, University of Chicago, 2012-2014; Head of Publications at the 
Witte de With Center for Contemporary Art in Rotterdam, 2008–2011; Assistant Curator at the 
Vancouver Art Gallery, 2004–2007; and, Program Coordinator of the Belkin Satellite, a downtown 
gallery of the Morris and Helen Belkin Art Gallery, University of British Columbia, 2001-2003. 
 
A full-color brochure with an essay by Monika Szewczyk will be available. High resolution photos of works included 
available upon request. 
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*** 

About The Arts Club: Since 1916, The Arts Club of Chicago has been a preeminent exhibitor of 
international art, a forum for established and emerging artists, and a celebrated venue for performers 
from around the world. For over 100 years, The Arts Club has opened its membership to artists and 
patrons of the arts, and its exhibitions to the public. At its inaugural meeting, the mission of the 
Club was defined as: “to encourage higher standards of art, maintain galleries for that purpose, and 
to promote the mutual acquaintance of art lovers and art workers.” 
 
The Arts Club of Chicago is located at 201 East Ontario Street. Exhibitions are free and open to the public.  
Gallery hours are Tuesday- Friday 11:00 am - 6:00 pm, and Saturday 11:00 am - 3:00 pm.  
ph: (312) 787-3997; email: information@artsclubchicago.org 
www.artsclubchicago.org 

mailto:information@artsclubchicago.org
http://www.artsclubchicago.org/





